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INTRODUCTION 


i r 1 

The  life  story  of  a good  man  or  woman  is  always  an 
inspiration  to  others. 

When  a life  combines  not  only  goodness  and  virtue, 
but  patriotism,  the  spirit  of  sacrifice,  devotion  to  duty 
and  an  abiding  faith  in  God,  it  becomes  a duty  to  unfold 
such  to  the  world. 

Such  a life  was  lived  by  Eliza  Goodson  Jex,  lovingly 
known  as  “Grandma”  Jex.  She  was  a woman  whose 
faithfulness  was  a standard,  whose  devotion  to  her  fam- 
ily a beauteous  thing,  and  whose  loyalty  to  her  church 
and  to  her  God  marked  her  as  a saint. 

At  her  death  the  family  was  desirous  of  publishing 
a sketch  of  her  life  and  this  little  volume  is  given  as  an 
expression  of  love  and  appreciation  from  her  numerous 
posterity. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH 

ELIZA  GOODSON  was  born  at  Beeston,  Norfolk, 
England,  January  1st,  1826,  and  died  at  Spanish  Fork, 
Utah,  September  5th,  1919,  the  88th  anniversary  of  the 
birth  of  her  husband.  By  her  consistent  and  careful  liv- 
ing she  enjoyed  a remarkable  mental  and  physical  activ- 
ity to  the  last  hour  of  her  very  active  life  of  almost  94 
years.  She  died  leaving  a posterity  of  11  children,  114 
grand-children,  124  great  grand-children  and  5 great 
great  grand-children. 

Eliza  Goodson  was  the  daughter  of  John  Goodson 
and  Sarah  Traxon  Smith, both  of  English  birth.  Her  father 
was  a game-keeper  and  overseer  of  an  English  estate. 
He  had  but  little  education,  being  hardly  able  to  read  or 
write,  yet  his  position  wras  one  of  importance  and  com- 
manded what  in  that  day  wras  considered  a good  salary. 
The  mother  wras  a handsome  woman,  and  although  given 
but  little  schooling,  wras  gifted  and  industrious  and  kept 
a very  charming  home  for  her  family.  The  parents  were 
both  Church  of  England  members  and  in  turn  had  their 
children,  including  Eliza,  confirmed  in  that  church  in 
early  life. 

At  the  age  of  11  Eliza  was  left  motherless  and  as- 
sumed the  duties  of  homemaker  for  the  father  and  her 
brothers,  she  being  the  only  daughter.  As  a consequence 
the  daughter  had  but  a limited  education,  as  she  records 
in  her  diary,  “I  went  to  school  but  little. ’ ’ 

Until  she  grew  to  womanhood  she  wTas  engaged  in 
the  work  of  homekeeping  and  developed  splendidly  under 
the  responsibility  and  associations  of  her  home  life.  Aside 
from  the  death  of  her  mother,  there  occurred,  according 
to  her  record,  nothing  of  note  in  her  early  life. 

Stirring  events,  however,  came  crowding  into  her 
life  as  a young  woman.  While  under  the  responsibility 
of  conducting  her  father’s  home,  she  became  intimately 
acquainted  with  one  Richard  Jex  (a  brother  of  her  later 
husband)  to  whom  she  was  married.  Their  life  together, 
howrever,  was  of  shoi’t  duration,  for  after  a few  months 
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her  husband  died  and  she  was  left  with  an  only  child. 
Under  these  conditions  she  undoubtedly  became  concern- 
ed about  the  life  hereafter. 

About  this  time  she  chanced  to  learn  of  a new  re- 
ligion that  was  being  preached  in  the  vicinity,  and  after 
she  heard  the  new  faith,  life  took  on  a different  aspect. 
The  message  of  the  Latter-day  Prophet  gave  to  this 
young  woman  a changed  vision  and  she  saw  a new  world 
open  up  to  her  in  accepting  the  new  faith. 

After  the  vicissitudes  known  only  to  those  who  have 
suffered  similar  ostracism  because  of  accepting  the  un- 
popular faith  of  Mormonism,  she  joined  a party  of  saints 
who  had  determined  to  come  to  Zion.  The  sorrow  occa- 
sioned by  separation  under  such  circumstances,  resulting 
in  the  abandonment  by  her  kinsfolk,  and  of  the  long  and 
trying  sea  journey  of  more  than  ten  weeks,  was  in  a large 
measure  forgotten  in  the  joy  which  filled  her  heart  as  the 
spirit  of  gathering  enveloped  her.  A very  interesting 
report  of  the  sea  voyage  later  occurs  in  this  publication. 

But  I am  loath  to  write  more  of  this  biography  for 
I feel  that  the  story  of  this  remarkable  life  is  best  told 
by  our  beloved  mother  as  she  briefly  sketched  her  life’s 
journey.  At  the  earnest  request  of  her  children  and 
family  she  wrote,  beginning  in  her  later  years,  a sketch 
of  her  life  Because  of  the  intimacy  of  her  words,  it  is 
given  as  found,  no  change  has  been  made  in  the  spirit  or 
thought  expressed.  Liberty  has  been  taken  to  insert  in 
proper  places  matters  spoken  of  by  her. 

After  telling  briefly  of  her  birth,  parentage  and  early 
life,  she  writes: 

“Father  was  very  fend  of  me  and  kind  to  me  after 
my  mother’s  death,  and  my  brothers  were  good  and  gen- 
erous to  me.  We  attended  Church  of  England  service, 
and  when  I was  15  years  of  age  I went  to  Norwich  and 
was  given  membership  in  the  Church  of  England  and 
all  went  pretty  well  until  I heard  the  Gospel,  as  taught  by 
the  Mormons,  and  was  filled  with  a desire  to  embrace  the 
same  and  join  the  people  of  that  faith. 
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“When  I spoke  to  father  about  the  new  religion  and 
told  him  of  my  wishes  he  became  very  angry,  as  did  my 
brothers,  and  where  there  was  love  and  sympathy  and 
tenderness,  now  there  was  a terrible  change,  for,  said 
father,  “Your  death  would  be  preferable  to  your  decep- 
tion by  that  wicked  people,  and  I would  rather  see  you 
dead  than  leave  with  them — the  Mormons.’ 

i 1 That  was  a sad  time  in  my  life  to  choose  between  a 
kind  father  and  loving  brothers  and  a new  religion,  but 
God  showed  me  the  way,  and  I knew  I had  found  the 
truth.  When  I made  up  my  mind  to  leave  all  for  the 
Gospel *s  sake  (the  Savior  said  we  were  not  worthy  if  we 
would  not)  my  friends  bade  me  not  to  go  near  my  father 
for  fear  he  would  not  let  me  leave,  but  as  he  had  been  a 
good  kind  father  to  me,  I prayed  to  the  Lord  to  soften 
his  heart  and  I went  to  him  and  bade  him  good-bye  and 
bore  a strong  testimony  to  him  that  I had  found  the 
truth. 

“A  company  was  soon  formed  to  come  to  Zion  and 
when  we  reached  Liverpool  we  had  to  stop  three  weeks 
for  favorable  weather  conditions  for  our  ship  to  set  sail. 
It  was  during  this  time  that  I became  better  acquainted 
with  my  dear  friend  and  Gospel  brother  William  Jex,  and 
we  decided  to  be  married.  The  ceremony  was  performed 
by  Elder  Daniel  Karns  February  22,  1854,  the  day  the 
Windemere  began  its  eventful  voyage. 

“When  we  put  out  to  sea  it  was  very  rough  and  all 
the  passengers  were  shut  down  in  the  hatchway  and  we 
had  an  awful  time  before  we  reached  New  Orleans,  being 
put  on  half  rations  and  having  much  sickness  and  many 
deaths  on  our  way. 

“On  our  trip  across  the  plains  to  Salt  Lake  Valley 
we  also  had  a very  hard  time.  Many  died  of  the  cholera. 
Some  children  were  left  fatherless  and  motherless  and 
to  the  mercy  of  others,  which  was  sorrowful  to  see.  I 
was  sick  most  of  the  way,  for  we  had  many  hard  scenes 
to  pass  through;  but  we  put  our  trust  in  God  our  Heaven- 
ly Father  and  finally  arrived  in  the  valley  the  last  of 
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September^  1854,  moneyless  and  with  nothing  to  eat;  but 
we  found  friends  who  let  us  have  a little  flour  to  live  on. 
We  had  many  experiences  my  children  will  never  know. 

“The  second  year  in  the  city  the  Bishop  had  me 
teach  school  and  that  was  quite  a help.  My  husband 
worked  on  the  church  farm,  but  food  was  scarce  so  we 
got  little  to  live  on.  I took  in  work  of  all  kinds  and  we 
got  along  pretty  well.  I had  a membership  in  the  Relief 
Society  and  had  much  pleasure  in  the  meeetings. 

4 ‘ Then  came  the  famine  when  we  had  to  live  on  roots 
and  nettles  to  keep  from  starving.  I must  say,  though 
very  faint  at  times,  I never  felt  better — the  spirit  of  God 
was  with  us;  we  thanked  God  for  what  we  had. 

“One  morning  my  oldest  child  Sarah  Ann,  said, 
“Mother,  why  don’t  you  ask  the  Lord  to  give  us  some 
bread!  He  will  give  us  some  if  you  will  ask  Him.  We 
will  die  if  we  don’t  have  something  to  eat  soon.”  So  we 
knelt  down  by  our  little  bare  table  and  I asked  God  to 
please  give  us  bread.  We  had  gone  for  three  weeks  with 
nothing  but  roots  and  nettles  cooked  into  greens  and  my 
daughter  said  she  could  stand  it  no  longer. 

“As  we  rose  from  our  knees,  a knock  came  at  the 
door,  and  when  I opened  it  a sister  handed  me  a pint  of 
milk  and  two  slices  of  bread  and  said/ 1 could  not  eat  my 
breakfast  this  morning  until  I came  to  see  if  you  were 
in  need.’  I told  her  I could  not  tell  her  when  we  last 
tasted  bread  and  with  tears  of  joy  I thanked  her  and  the 
Lord  for  their  goodness. 

(One  evening,  a short  time  before  mother’s  death, 
she  spoke  of  this  incident,  saying  that  she  had  barely 
tasted  the  bread  and  milk  herself,  but  had  given  it  to  the 
child.  With  tears  of  joy  she  thanked  God  that  He  had 
heard  her  child’s  prayer  for  bread.) 

“My  husband  was  at  work  on  the  church  farm  and 
food  was  so  scarce  that  he  could  get  but  little  to  work 
on.  He  said  he  would  gladly  bring  home  his  supper  to 
us  but  that  it  was  only  a little  mush  on  which  to  work 
and  help  to  produce  the  crops.  He  brought  us  greens,  and 
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a kind  sister,  who  had  twin  babies  and  needed  help,  gave 
me  work  and  I was  glad  to  get  a pint  of  milk  and  a slice 
of  bread  for  a day’s  work  until  times  got  better.  Presi- 
dent Young  told  the  Saints  that  if  they  did  not  divide 
what  little  they  had  with  their  neighbors  that  God  would 
bring  his  curse  upon  them.  But  I never  felt  better  in  my 
life,  for  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  was  with  us  and  did  com- 
fort my  heart  and  I rejoiced  in  the  Lord. 

“Soon  after  this*  we  then  had  three  children,  we  got 
a little  home  of  our  own  and  had  some  chickens.  We  felt 
rich.  I made  some  soap  and  molasses  and  occasionally 
some  squash  pie  when  we  could  get  a little  milk.  I would 
gladly  work  all  day  for  a pint  of  milk  and  many  a time 
I was  glad  to  work  all  day  for  a meal.  The  few  good 
clothes  I brought  with  me  from  my  father’s  home  I sold 
for  something  to  eat;  it  was  hard  times  for  hundreds  of 
poor  as  well  as  ourselves,  but  the  Lord  did  bless  his 
people. 

“Next  came  the  soldiers  to  kill  off  the  Mormons. 
It  was  Johnston’s  army,  and  the  brethren  were  called  to 
go  and  meet  them  to  protect  their  people.  If  the  soldiers 
came  to  the  valley  to  raid  the  city,  we  were  to  burn  our 
homes  rather  than  let  them  take  possession  after  we  had 
built  them  by  such  struggles.  But  the  Lord  let  them  go 
so  far  to  try  His  people,  and  then  He  came  to  their  de- 
liverance and  all  went  well  for  awhile. 

“On  my  husband’s  return  from  the  trip  to  meet  the 
army,  we  moved  to  Spanish  Fork  to  live  and  had  to  start 
over  again.  Some  kind  friends,  Brother  George  Sevy  and 
wife,  took  us  to  live  with  them  for  a time.  Their  kindness 
will  never  be  forgotten.  (Soon  after  a son  was  named  in 
honor  of  Brother  George  Sevy,  so  indeed  the  kindness 
was  not  forgotten  and  the  name  was  perpetuated  in  honor 

“After  awhile  my  husband  built  us  a little  dug-out 
in  the  sand  bank  or  hill  side  by  the  grist  mill  on  a lot 
where  our  daughter  now  lives.  It  had  a little  4-light 
window  and  a small  door  and  had  an  oak  brush  bed  in 
the  bank.  (When  I read  this  item  father  quickly  spoke 
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of  this  time  and  said  that  it  was  indeed  a happy  home.) 
Well,  we  lived  here  until  we  got  some  land  in  the  river 
bottom,  where  we  built  a log  house. 

“As  I had  six  children,  I moved  back  to  town  to 
place  them  in  school,  and  Jemima,  William’s  other  wife, 
stayed  on  the  farm.  I was  always  willing  and  anxious  to 
keep  up  my  church  work  with  my  sisters.  I belonged  to 
the  Relief  Society  from  1854  to  this  day.  I was  a teacher 
for  many  years  and  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  I was 
treasurer  for  the  Temple  and  Stake  Tabernacle  funds 
and  paid  many  hundred  dollars  to  both  of  them.  (In 
looking  over  mother’s  records  and  receipts  we  find 
she  had  “paid  in’’  $572.40 — $7.25  of  which  was  in  scrip.) 

“I  was  counsellor  in  the  presidency  and  later  presi- 
dent of  the  Relief  Society.  Later  still  I became  president 
of  the  Primary  Association.  I had  great  pleasure  in  my 
work.  It  helped  me  to  remember  the  Lord  when  I felt 
the  little  trials  of  life  upon  me. 

“The  Indians  got  very  troublesome  to  the  settlers 
on  the  outlying  farms,  and  Jemima  had  to  leave  the  farm 
and  come  to  live  with  me.  I had  eleven  children  and  she, 
Jemima’  had  four.  She  was  a very  good  woman  and  had 
nice  children.  We  had  our  trials  in  life,  but  still  we  got 
along  the  best  we  could.  She  died  and  left  me  her  child- 
ren to  care  for  and  I did  the  best  I could  and  I think  I 
satisfied  my  husband  in  that  regard.  I thank  my  Heavenly 
Father  for  it  all.  We  had  hard  times  to  get  along.  We 
mothers  learned  to  spin  our  own  cloth  for  the  family  and 
the  girls  helped  their  Pa  on  the  farm,  as  the  boys  were 
young,  and  my  husband  had  to  work  very  hard  to  make 
ends  meet.  He  mended  our  shoes  and  did  everything  to 
get  along.  He  worked  hard  during  the  summer  and 
made  brooms  in  the  winter. 

“The  comforts  of  life — there  were  none  in  those 
days  but  hard  work — but  I thank  the  Lord  for  it  all.  I 

feel  blessed  every  day.  I have  been  in  three  of  the  tem- 
ples of  the  Lord  and  done  work  for  the  dead,  and  with 
my  husband  have  received  the  blessings  the  Lord  had  to 
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give  us.  The  Lord  has  abundantly  blessed  me  and  I pray 
that  my  children  may  realize  what  a great  blessing  it  is 
to  be  born  under  the  Covenant  and  live  faithful  lives. 

“Now  all  my  children  are  married  and  we  have  one 
of  our  grandchildren  with  us  most  of  the  time  . 

“This  is  a little  of  my  life’s  story,  my  children.  I 
am  thankful  to  my  Heavenly  Father  for  His  great  bless- 
ings to  you,  my  11  children.  You  have  all  married  hon- 
orable men  and  women  in  the  House  of  the  Lord,  have 
lived  to  raise  good  families  and  have  a standing  in  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  and  for  it 
all  I am  thankful  to  my  Heavenly  Father. 

“I  could  write  much  more,  but  think  it  will  not  be 
necessary,  for  my  children  will  not  have  to  pass  through 
what  I have  had  to,  in  leaving  my  home  and  kindred  and 
all  for  the  Gospel,  but  I knew  it  was  true  and  it  was  sweet 
to  me  all  the  day  long.  I am  the  only  one  of  our  family 
to  receive  the  truth,  as  I know  of  none  of  my  kindred  that 
ever  joined  the  Church. 

“It  is  not  only  to  be  a member  in  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ,  but  we  should  keep  the  commandments  of  God 
our  Heavenly  Father,  then  all  will  be  well  with  us. 

“I  pray  that  my  children  will  teach  their  children  to 
live  and  walk  in  the  light  of  the  Gospel.  Teach  that  Jos- 
eph Smith  was  a Prophet  of  God  in  our  day,  and  that  if 
they  live  humble,  the  Lord  will  give  them  His  spirit  to 
guide  them  into  all  truth,  and  thereby  they  can  know  for 
themselves  that  what  I say  is  true.  If  I had  not  known 
it  to  be  true,  I should  not  have  left  my  home,  but  knowing 
it  was  true,  I could  and  did  leave  all  that  was  dear  to  me 
for  the  Gospel’s  sake  and  the  Lord  has  blessed  me  to  see 
many  years,  and  I thank  Him  every  day  of  my  life  for 
the  abundant  blessings  He  has  bestowed  upon  me — peace 
and  plenty  and  good  health  for  so  long. 

“Now,  my  dear  children,  let  me  ask  you  never  to 
forget  your  tithing.  I have  paid  mine  ever  since  I came 
to  Zion.  It  is  one  of  God  ’s  laws  for  His  children.  I have 
proved  the  word  of  the  Lord  to  be  true  wherein  He  says. 
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‘Prove  me  and  see  if  I will  not  pour  down  the  blessings 
of  Heaven  upon  you  if  you  will  obey  my  laws/  He  has 
done  so  with  me.  All  the  day  long  His  blessings  attend 
me. 

“You  will  be  richer  in  this  world’s  goods,  and  feel 
better  knowing  you  are  keeping  the  Commandments  of 
God  and  you  will  have  joy  in  so  doing.  The  blessings  are 
for  all  that  keep  His  commandments,  which  I pray  you 
and  your  children  and  those  after  you  will  do,  is  my 
prayer  for  you  all. 

“Time  is  passing  along  and  I am  still  with  you  and 
the  Lord  still  remembers  me  in  His  goodness  and  has  still 
preserved  my  life.  I hope  to  do  all  the  good  I can,  if  not 
in  work,  I hope  in  example,  for  my  children  to  follow 
that  where  I am-  they  may  come  also,  that  is  my  prayer 
for  you  all. 

“Pa  wanted  me  to  write  a sketch  of  my  life,  but  it 
has  had  too  many  ups  and  downs  in  it,  so  I told  him  ‘No.’ 
I had  already  written  this,  and  if  spared,  I will  write  a 
little  more. 

“I  could  relate  many  wise  dreams  I have  had  to 
comfort  me  for  my  Heavenly  Father  has  been  so  good  to 
me  and  your  Pa  is  good  to  me,  and  if  I should  leave  him. 
be  good  to  him,  for  he  has  been  a good  father  to  you  all. 
Don’t  forget  it,  as  I will  not  always  be  with  you,  time  is 
passing. 

“Don’t  forget  to  be  good  to  one  another,  for  where 
love  is  you  will  look  over  each  other’s  weaknesses,  as  you 
all  have  them  as  well  as  your  mother. 

“I  must  say  that  not  many  parents  have  raised  as 
good  a family  for  so  many.  It  is  for  you  to  teach  your 
children  the  Gospel  now  they  are  young  and  don’t  neglect 
them  for  they  are  your  richest  blessings.  If  you  watch 
over  them  as  I did  you,  you  will  never  be  sorry  for  the 
time  you  spend  for  their  good. 

“I  could  write  much  more,  for  the  half  has  not  been 
told,  for  to  me  the  Gospel  has  made  us  what  we  are  today 
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and  we  are  not  thankful  enough  for  it  and  for  all  the 
blessings  we  enjoy  through  the  Gospel  in  being  gathered 
to  this  goodly  land  that  the  Lord  preserved  for  His  peo- 
ple. And  to  know  that  I am  one  of  them»  with  your  Pa, 
to  have  been  gathered  to  this  land  of  peace  and  plenty, 
how  thankful  we  ought  to  be!  And  we  ought  to  thank 
the  Lord  every  day  for  these  blessings  we  enjoy  through 
the  Gospel. 

“I  thank  the  Lord  through  His  beloved  Son  Jesus 
Christ  for  it.  I want  to  leave  my  testimony  to  you  that 
this  is  the  true  Gospel  and  that  Joseph  Smith  was  a true 
prophet  of  God  and  sent  by  Him  to  restore  the  true  Gos- 
pel to  save  the  children  of  God  in  these  the  last  days. 
This  is  my  testimony  to  you  all.” 

ELIZA  GOODSON  JEX,  Aged  90  years. 


On  the  opposite  page  is  a picture  of  the 
family  of  Eliza  Goodson  Jex  taken  at  their  an- 
nual reunion  held  January  1st,  1915.  37  mem- 
bers of  the  family  living  at  that  time  were  not 
present  when  the  picture  was  taken. 
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REUNION  ADDRESS 

Given  on  her  93rd  birthday  anniversary,  January  1,  1918 
By  Grandma  Jex 

It  is  with  peculiar  feelings  that  I stand  before  you 
this  evening  and  bid  you  welcome  to  our  family  reunion — 
I would  doubly  make  you  welcome.  I feel  each  year  that 
I am  getting  a little  older,  but  I can  truthfully  say  that 
my  heart  and  soul  and  all  is  for  the  accomplishment  of 
good  for  the  benefit,  upbuilding  and  exaltation  of  God’s 
children. 

"When  I left  my  home  and  loved  ones  in  the  old  world 
and  came  to  this  new  world,  I came  for  nothing  but  the 
pure  love  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ;  I embraced  it  with  all 
my  soul,  and  my  greatest  heart’s  desire  it  that  our  child- 
ren and  posterity  know  the  great  truths  of  that  Gospel. 

The  more  I know  of  the  Gospel  the  more  I realize  the 
great  sacrifices  that  have  been  made  by  God’s  children 
for  that  Gospel.  What  great  sacrifices  the  Prophet  Jos- 
eph Smith,  a true  prophet  of  God,  made  to  establish  His 
work  in  our  day  for  the  good  and  salvation  of  the  child- 
ren of  men  in  this  age. 

We  are  all  God’s  children;  He  loves  us  all,  but  He 
loves  them  most  who  serve  Him  best — yet  He  loves  us 
all.  We  must  acknowledge  His  hand  in  all  things  and  seek 
to  do  His  will.  We  must  know  what  His  will  is — it  is  to 
keep  His  commandments. 

Always  seek  to  know  God’s  will  and  He  will  bless  us 
in  so  doing. 

I remember  that  He  has  told  us  to  love  one  another 
and  seek  to  do  His  will  and  draw  near  unto  Him  and  we 
will  have  wisdom  and  joy. 

We  came  into  the  world  with  nothing  and  we  will 
leave  all  behind  us.  There  are  some  more  accomplished 
than  others  and  some  have  more  children  than  others,  but 
in  these  things  God  will  bless  one  as  much  as  another 
if  we  seek  to  do  His  will  in  all  things. 

My  heart’s  desire  is  to  raise  my  family  to  do  God’s 
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will  and  I ask  God  daily  to  bless  them  and  their  children, 
that  all  may  seek  to  do  His  will,  that  when  I pass  away 
I may  leave  a righteous  lineage  on  earth. 

I thank  my  Heavenly  Father  every  day  that  I live 
that  I have  my  family. 

Well,  it  is  asking  too  much  of  my  children  to  have 
this  reunion  each  year,  but  they  want  to  do  it  and  my 
husband  desires  it  and  so  I am  willing  and  grateful  to 
them.  I love  everybody  and  if  anybody  has  any  feelings 
against  me  I do  not  know  it. 

I desire  in  my  heart  that  we  may  all  live  the  Gospel 
that  we  have  received,  for  we  will  receive  our  reward 
and  reign  with  God’s  children  a thousand  years  upon  the 
earth.  May  this  be  our  happy  lot,' I ask  in  the  name  of 
Jesus:  Amen. 


FAMILY  MISSIONARY  WORK 

The  sons  and  gransons  of  Grandma  Jex  have  spent 
over  75  years  in  the  mission  field,  at  an  expense  of  ap- 
proximately $17,000. 
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AN  INTERVIEW 

Reprinted  from  The  Salt  Lake  Tribune,  October  10,  1915. 

Sixty  years  ago  William  Jex  and  Eliza  Goodson  were 
married  on  shipboard  in  the  harbor  of  Liverpool,  England 
as  they  were  setting  sail  for  America. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jex  are  living  in  Spanish  Fork,  Utah, 
today,  the  revered  parents,  grandparents  and  great- 
grandparents  of  a family  of  218  persons.  Of  this  num- 
ber 177  are  direct  decendants  and  41  have  married  into 
the  family.  Mrs.  Jex  is  now  in  her  ninetieth  year  and 
Mr.  Jex  in  his  eighty-fifth.  Both  enjoy  a degree  of  men- 
tal and  physical  vigor  that  is  wonderful  in  persons  of 
their  advanced  age. 

Heber  C.  Jex,  receiver  of  the  United  States  land  of- 
vce  in  this  city,  is  a son  of  the  venerable  couple.  They 
were  visitors  at  his  home,  1132  East  Second  South  street, 
during  conference  and  state  fair  week. 

The  honeymoon  voyage  across  the  Atlantic  three 
score  years  ago  was  made  on  the  ship  Windemere,  which 
is  said  to  have  suggested  the  name  of  the  present  pleasure 
resort  in  this  city.  Before  the  ship  docked  at  New  Or- 
leans, nine  weeks  and  four  days  after  sailing  from  Liver- 
pool on  February  22,  1854,  eleven  of  the  passengers  had 
been  buried  at  sea  as  the  result  of  a scourge  of  smallpox. 
Mrs.  Jex  escaped  the  contagion,  but  Mr.  Jex  believes  he 
had  the  disease  in  a light  form. 

On  the  next  leg  of  their  journey  to  LTtah,  for  the 
young  couple  was  coming  here  as  converts  to  the  Mormon 
faith,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jex  encountered  the  deadly  peril  of 
cholera,  fifty  persons  dying  on  board  the  boat  that  car- 
ried them  up  the  Mississippi  and  Missouri  rivers  to  Atch- 
ison, Kansas,  from  where  they  traveled  overland  to  Salt 
Lake  by  ox  team.  Neither  contracted  the  dread  disorder. 
Taught  School  Here. 

Mrs.  Jex  taught  school  in  the  Eleventh  ward  of  this 
city  during  the  winter  of  1855.  During  this  period  the 
young  husband  was  employed  by  the  church.  He  lab- 
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ored  on  the  foundation  construction  of  the  temple  and 
was  a farm  hand  on  the  church  farm  where  Forest  Dale 
is  now.  Mr.  Jex  recalls  that  about  this  time  he  visited 
Cache  Valley  as  one  of  the  caretakers  of  a herd  of  cattle. 
He  saw  only  one  hut  where  now  are  millions  of  dollars  in 
property  improvements. 

At  one  time,  during  the  starvation  period  that  the 
settlers  of  the  valley  went  through,  there  was  no  flour  in 
the  Jex  home  for  many  weeks.  “I  lived  for  more  than 
three  weeks  on  greens  made  from  stinging  nettles,”  said 
Mrs.  Jex  as  she  recounted  some  of  her  early  experiences. 
Asked  if  she  was  not  near  death  from  starvation,  she 
answered  stoutly, 4 4 No,  so  far  as  I can  recall,  I felt  just  as 
well  as  I do  right  now.”  She  smiled  brightly  when  she 
heard  the  laugh  provoked  from  her  interviewer.  She  told 
of  praying  for  bread  at  this  time,  because  one  of  her 
children  coaxed  her  to  do  so.  Within  a few  minutes  after 
her  prayer  had  been  voiced,  said  Mrs.  Jex,  a neighbor 
came  to  the  door  of  the  Jex  home  with  two  slices  of  bread 
and  a pint  of  milk,  which  she  divided  among  the  children. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  she  does  her  own  housekeep- 
ing, sewing  and  knitting,  Mrs.  Jex  finds  time  to  keep 
abreast  of  the  times  by  reading  the  news.  She  has  ach- 
ieved a reputation  for  eloquence  in  public  speaking  dur- 
ing years  as  an  active  church  worker  in  the  community 
where  she  lives,  and  members  of  the  Jex  familv  look  for- 
ward to  her  annual  address  of  motherly  wisdom  and 
counsel  at  each  yearly  reunion,  held  on  the  anniversary 
of  her  birthday,  January  1.  Asked  if  she  would  choose 
the  same  life  over  again  if  chance  were  afforded,  Mrs. 
Jex  answered,  “ Indeed,  I would,  for  I can’t  see  how  I 
could  better  it. ’ 7 During  the  time  they  were  in  the  city, 
both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jex  attended  most  of  the  sessions  of 
conference  and  attended  the  state  fair. 

Mrs.  Jex  Gives  Views. 

Coaxed  into  giving  some  of  her  views  on  life,  Mrs. 
J ex  talked  with  smooth  eloquence,  the  while  her  husband 
sat  beside  her,  occasionaly  interjecting  a slyly  humorous 
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remark.  Among  other  things,  she  said: 

We  had  eleven  children  and  reared  them  all. 
They  each  married  and  have  had  large  families. 
That  was  a good  start  toward  the  present  num- 
ber of  218.  in  all,  thirty-nine  deaths  have  occur- 
red in  the  family.  Don't  think  that  we  count 
numbers  everything,  but  1 believe  that  a large 
family  is  better  than  a small  one  if  proper- 
ly reared.  All  should  be  educated,  and  should 
also  be  taught  to  be  industrious.  I have  worked 
hard  all  my  life,  and  am  happier  for  it.  So  many 
young  couples  have  small  families  or  no  children 
at  all  these  days  that  I am  made  to  wonder  whose 
decendants  the  Americans  of  ninety  years  hence 
will  be. 

Of  course,  father  and  I are  proud  of  all  our  child- 
ren. There  has  never  been  a cripple  among  them. 
They  invariably  have  good  health  to  a remark- 
able degree.  Also  the)'  all  show  us  such  respect 
and  care  for  us  in  sucli  a way  that  we  could  not 
be  otherwise  than  happy.  Ours  is  a strongly  re- 
ligious family.  Mostly,  it  is  also  a strongly  Dem- 
ocratic family.  You  ask  me  if  I always  vote  ac- 
cording to  the  advice  of  my  husband.  I have 
made  it  a practice  to  listen  to  his  advice  and  vote 
as  I pleased.  I think  President  Woodrow  Wilson 
is  a wonderful  man  of  great  integrity  and  I hope 
that  I may  have  opportunity  to  vote  for  him 
again. 

We  moved  to  Spanish  Fork  in  1858  and  have 
lived  there  since.  I am  proud  to  say  that  my  hus- 
band has  been  a successful  man.  He  has  worked 
hard  and  has  had  bad  reverses.  Many  hard- 
earned  dollars  have  gone  to  no  purpose,  but  in- 
dustry has  kept  him  always  from  failure.  Yes, 
I would  marry  him  again  if  I had  my  life  to  live 
over.  Gracious,  you  have  tricked  me  into  chat- 
tering, but  then,  what  I’ve  said  is  all  true. 
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OBITUARY 

Reprinted  from  The  Spanish  Fork  Press  of  Septem- 
ber 11th,  1918. 

Eliza  Goodson  Jex,  familiarly  and  lovingly  known  in 
Spanish  Fork  as  4 ‘ Grandma’ ’ Jex,  died  at  her  home  Fri- 
day at  noon  while  making  preparations  for  a birthday 
dinner  in  honor  of  her  husband,  Patriarch  William  Jex,  it 
being  the  eighty-eighth  anniversary  of  his  birth.  Mrs 
Jex  had  been  feeling  as  well  as  usual,  and  had  assisted 
with  her  housework.  She  had  expressed  her  intention  of 
cooking  a roast  herself  for  the  birthday  dinner.  While 
attending  to  this  duty  she  was  taken  with  a fainting  spell 
and  within  a half  hour  she  had  passed  away. 

Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  City  Pavilion  Mon  - 
day at  2 p.  m.  over  the  remains,  Bishop  Wells  T.  Brock- 
bank  presiding.  The  Second  ward  choir,  under  the  dir- 
ection of  Jesse  Ludlow,  sang  by  special  request  ‘ 4 Till  the 
Resurrection  Day.”  The  opening  prayer  was  offered  by 
Judge  John  E.  Booth  of  Provo,  after  which  the  choir  sang 
“I  Have  Read  of  a Beautiful  City”  Mrs.  Ezra  Warner 
singing  the  solo. 

A sketch  of  the  life  of  Eliza  Goodson  Jex  written  by 
herself  and  a speech  that  she  made  at  the  last  family  re- 
union were  read  by  Mrs.  Edna  Brockbank. 

President  Joseph  Reece  of  the  Nebo  Stake,  the  first 
speaker,  stated  that  throughout  their  lives  Grandpa  and 
Grandma  Jex  had  been  one  in  ideals  and  aspirations,  and 
that  William  Jex  at  the  age  of  88  has  the  record  of  being 
the  most  active  Patriarch  in  the  church. 

William  Harrison  of  Sprngville,  an  Indian  War  Vet- 
eran, sang  a solo,  “ Daughters  of  Refuge. ’’ 

Dr.  George  H.  Brimhall,  president  of  the  Brigham 
Young  University,  spoke  of  the  great  fortitude  of  the  de- 
ceased lady  amid  the  vicissitudes  of  early  pioneer  life  and 
of  her  great  faith  in  God  which  lightened  her  trials. 

Bishop  Henry  A.  Gardner  spoke  of  her  aid  in  Red 
Cross  work  at  the  age  of  93  and  of  her  great  testimony  of 
the  Gospel. 
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The  choir  sang  an  anthem, ‘ ‘ 0 Lord  Most  Merciful. 9 1 

Dr.  Joseph  Hughes,  the  family  physician,  spoke  of 
the  great  love  that  existed  between  the  aged  couple  as 
man  and  wife. 

Bishop  Brockbank  in  his  closing  remarks  expressed 
his  appreciation  of  the  aid  given  him  in  his  position  by 
both  the  deceased  lady  and  her  husband. 

The  choir  sang  in  closing  “ Though  Deepning  Trials 
Throng  Your  Way,”  after  which  the  benediction  was 
pronounced  by  John  F.  Beck. 

Eliza  Goodson  Jex  was  the  daughter  of  John  Good- 
son  and  Sarah  Traxon,  and  was  born  at  Beeston,  Nor- 
' folk,  England,  on  January  1st,  1826,  being  the  only 
daughter  in  a family  of  eleven  children.  When  she  was 
eleven  years  of  age  her  mother  died  and  from  that  time 
she  assumed  the  duties  of  housewife  in  her  father’s  home. 
W^hen  she  first  heard  the  Gospel  preached  by  missionar- 
ies of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints 
she  was  deeply  impressed,  and  shortly  afterward  joined 
the  new  and  unpopular  faith,  against  the  wishes  of  her 
father  and  brothers.  In  1854  she  turned  her  face  west- 
ward to  the  gathering  place  of  the  Saints  and  on  the  ship 
which  was  to  bring  her  here  she  was  married  to  William 
Jex,  another  convert,  on  February  22,  1854.  The  journey 
to  Utah  lasted  from  that  date  until  the  1st  of  September 
and  was  fraught  with  much  danger  and  hardship.  For 
four  years  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jex  lived  in  Salt  Lake  City,  after 
which  they  moved  to  Spanish  Fork  in  1858,  and  have 
made  their  home  here  ever  since.  Grandma  Jex  was  al- 
ways a staunch  member  of  the  church,  and  perhaps  her 
greatest  joy  in  life  was  to  see  her  children  and  grand- 
children upholding  the  faith  for  which  she  had  given  so 
much.  She  was  very  particular  in  the  payment  of  her 
tithing,  independent  of  what  her  husband  paid. 

The  posterity  of  Grandma  Jex  include  11  children,  114 
grandchildren,  125  great-grandchildren,  5 great-great- 
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grandchilden  and  55  who  have  married  into  the  family, 
making  a total  family  membership  of  311,  254  of  whom 
survive  her. 

The  children  are:  Mrs.  Joshua  Brockbank,  Mrs.  R. 
W.  McKell,  Mrs.  Henry  J.  McKell,  Mrs.  Heber  T.  Robert- 
son, Mrs.  Lars  O.  Lawrence,  Richard  H.  Jex,  Mrs.  A.  T. 
Monev,  John  W.  Jex,  Mrs.  Rawsel  Bradford  and  Heber 
C.  Jex. 
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VOYAGE  OF  THE  WXNDEMERE 


Condensed  from  the  Records  of 
W.  W.  BURTON  and  WILLIAM  JEX 

On  Wednesday,  February  22nd,  1854,  after  waiting- 
three  weeks  for  favorable  winds,  the  ship  Windemere 
sailed  from  Liverpool  with  484  passengers,  mostly  Mor- 
mon converts.  As  the  vessel  started  in  motion,  the  songs 
of  Zion  thrilled  the  passengers  and  their  many  friends  on 
shore  gazing  at  the  departing  vessel.  They  were  shouting 
“farewell”  and  “good-bye”  and  many  eyes  filled  with 
tears,  for  they  doubtless  recalled  that  only  the  night  be- 
fore seven  vessels  with  all  on  board  went  down  in  the 
depths  of  the  Channel. 

As  the  land  disappeared  in  the  distance  the  sweet 
singing  ceased  and  many  began  to  feel  sick.  About  8 p. 
m.  the  first  day  at  sea  an  old  gentleman  named  Squires 
died.  All  that  night  the  wind  howled  fiercely;  the  sea 
was  rough;  the  ship  was  driven  from  its  course  toward 
the  Isle  of  Man.  About  11  p.  m.  Holly  Head,  which  is  a 
most  dangerous  point,  and  the  scene  of  frequent  ship- 
wrecks, was  passed.  On  the  morning  of  the  23rd,  Father 
Squires,  who  died  the  night  before,  was  thrown  over 
board.  The  sea  was  still  rough  and  the  wind  was  blow- 
ing. During  the  day  the  Windemere  sailed  by  the  re- 
mains of  a wrecked  vessel.  Masts*  sails  and  other  frag- 
ments were  floating  around.  Likely  a few  hours  previous- 
ly many  despairing  souls  had  clung  tenaciously  to  these 
same  objects  for  relief  that  never  came.  All  had  been 
consigned  to  a watery  grave,  for  no  signs  of  life  remain- 
ed, and  the  rolling  waves  swept  over  the  bodies  of  the  life- 
less sleepers,  while  the  wind  howled  its  requiem  to  the 
dead. 

Life  on  the  Windemere  was  now  growing  monoto- 
nous for  it  had  poor  accomodations  for  so  many  pass- 
engers. Some  were  recovering  from  seasickness,  but  oth- 
ers were  still  ill  and  confined  to  their  berths,  and  for  those 


ELIZA  GOODSON  JEX 


who  were  able  to  get  on  deck  the  only  thing  to  attract 
their  attention  was  an  occasional  school  of  fish  rising  from 
the  water,  flying  a distance  and  again  disappearing. 

On  the  12th  day  of  March,  from  7 to  8 in  the  morning, 
an  exceedingly  fierce  storm  arose.  The  wind  roared  like 
one  of  our  mountain  winds,  the  masts  cracked  and  the 
sails  were  cut  to  pieces.  The  Captain  of  the  Windemere 
expressed  fears  that  the  ship  could  not  stand  so  heavy  a 
sea,  and  in  speaking  with  Daniel  Karns,  the  President  of 
the  Saints  on  hoard,  said,  “I  am  afraid  the  ship  cannot 
stand  this  storm,  Mr.  Karns.  If  there  be  a God,  as  you 
people  say  there  is;  you  had  better  talk  to  Him  if  He  will 
liear  you.  I have  done  all  that  I can  do  for  the  ship,  and 
I am  afraid  with  all  that  can  be  done  she  will  go  down.  ’ ’ 

Elder  Karns  went  to  the  Elders  who  presided  over 
the  nine  wards  in  the  ship,  and  requested  them  to  get  all 
the  Saints  on  board  to  fast,  and  call  a prayer  meeting  to 
be  held  in  each  ward  at  10  a.  m.  and  pray  that  we  might 
be  delivered  from  danger.  The  waves  were  lashed  with 
white  foam,  the  storm  continued  in  all  its  fury,  but  pre- 
cisely at  10  o’clock,  the  prayer  meeting  commenced,  and 
such  a prayer  meeting  few  have  ever  seen.  The  ship  roll- 
ed from  side  to  side.  On  one  side  the  Saints  were  hanging 
by  their  hands,  and  on  the  other  they  were  almost  stand- 
ing on  their  heads.  Then  the  ship  would  roll  on  the 
other  side,  which  would  reverse  their  positions.  About 
this  time  the  large  boxes,  which  were  tied  with  ropes  un- 
der the  berths,  broke  loose  and  the  pots,  pans  and  kettles 
rolled  with  terrible  force  from  side  to  side  of  the  vessel. 

Although  the  prayers  were  fervent  and  earnest,  as 
the  pleadings  of  poor  souls  brought  face  to  face  with 
danger  and  death,  they  ceased  their  prayers  to  watch  and 
dodge  the  untied  boxes,  and  great  confusion  prevailed 
for  some  time.  The  wind  roared  like  a hurricane;  sail 
after  sail  was  torn  to  shreds  and  lost.  The  waves  were 
very  large  and  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach  seemed  to  be 
one  angry  mass  of  white  foam.  This  awful  storm  lasted 
about  18  hours,  then  abated  a little,  but  it  was  stormy 
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from  the  8th  of  March  until  the  18th.  Observation  taken 
by  the  quadrant  showed  that  the  ship  was  in  the  same 
latitude  as  it  was  on  the  8th. 

On  the  14th  day  of  March,  which  was  two  days  after 
this  terrible  storm,  the  smallpox  broke  out.  One  of  three 
sisters  was  taken  down  with  it.  She  had  a light  attack 
and  recovered,  but  her  two  sisters  then  came  down  with 
il  and  both  died.  After  that  37  others  came  down  with  it. 
The  stench  of  the  disease  was  fearful  in  every  part  of 
the  vessel.  Three  days  after  the  breaking  out  of  small- 
pox, the  ship  took  fire  under  the  cooking  galley.  At  this 
time  we  had  not  seen  land  for  three  weeks  or  more.  When 
the  cry  of  ‘ ‘ Fire ! Fire ! The  ship  on  fire ! ’ ’ rang  through 
the  vessel,  wild  excitement  and  consternation  prevailed 
everywhere.  All  the  water  buckets  on  board  were 
brought  into  use  and  soon  the  fire  was  under  control. 

The  funeral  services  seemed  very  frequent  and  were 
very  impressive.  A funeral  at  sea  is  the  most  melancholy 
and  solemn  scene,  perhaps  ever  witnessed,  especially 
when  the  sea  is  calm.  A stillness  like  that  of  death  pre- 
vailed while  an  old  sailor,  at  intervals,  would  imitate  the 
doleful  tolling  of  the  bell  of  some  old  church,  such  as  are 
heard  in  some  parts  of  England. 

About  this  time  the  Windemere  had  been  about  six 
weeks  out  of  Liverpool,  and  the  passengers  had  never 
seen  land  from  the  time  they  had  entered  the  Atlantic. 
The  da  vs  were  now  generally  mild  and  the  weather  pleas- 
ant. The  sun  set  in  grandeur  and  the  bright  pale  moon 
seemed  to  be  straight  above  our  heads. 

On  the  8th  of  April  a voice  cried  out i ‘ There  is  land!’’ 
Excitement  prevailed  and  there  was  a rush  to  see  land 
once  more.  This  land  was  the  Isle  of  San  Domingo.  On 
the  9th  we  came  in  sight  of  the  Island  of  Cuba.  On  this 
day  about  10  o’clock  a.m.  a young  man  named  Dee  died 
of  small  pox.  His  body  was  sewed  up  in  a white  blanket 
and  at  the  feet  was  placed  a heavy  weight  of  coal.  A 
plank  was  then  placed  with  one  end  resting  in  the  port- 
hole on  the  side  of  the  ship  and  the  other  near  the  main 
hatchway.  The  body  was  placed  on  this  plank,  then  the 
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doleful  tolling  of  the  bell  began.  Elder  McGhee  made  a 
brief  address,  suitable  for  the  occasion  and  offered  a short 
prayer,  after  which  the  body  and  bedding  of  the  young 
man  were  thrown  overboard.  The  sea  was  very  calm. 
The  ship  was  standing  perfectly  stilh  and  the  body  could 
be  seen  sinking  in  the  water  until  it  appeared  no  larger 
than  a person’s  hand.  Some  thought  it  was  seen  sinking 
for  fully  15  minutes  or  longer. 

The  passengers  of  the  Windemere  had  gone  through 
a terrible  storm,  the  panic  created  by  the  ship  taking  fire, 
their  numbers  decreased  by  smallpox,  11  having  died, 
and  still  another  fearful  calamity  threatened  them;  the 
fresh  water  supply  was  getting  low  and  the  store  of  pro- 
visions was  failing.  The  passengers  were  limited  now  to 
one  hard,  small  sea  biscuit  for  a day’s  rations.  The  Cap- 
tain sent  some  sailors  in  a small  boat  to  intercept  a ship 
that  was  passing  in  hopes  of  getting  more  provisions,  but 
they  failed. 

The  Windemere  now  passed  the  western  point  of  the 
island  of  Cuba.  The  passengers  had  a good  view  of  the 
lighthouse  located  on  the  most  western  point.  The  Gulf 
of  Mexico  was  now  before  them.  The  Gulf  stream  flowed 
in  like  a vast  river.  Just  think  of  this  stream,  500  miles 
across  it,  very  deep  and  constantlv  flowing! 

On  the  morning  of  the  20th  of  April  the  ship  entered 
the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  River.  The  passengers  were 
more  glad  to  look  upon  the  plantations  of  orange  groves 
that  bordered  the  banks  of  the  river  than  the  great  strong 
waves  of  the  Atlantic  which  tliev  had  left  behind  them. 
Sometimes  the  negroes  would  call  from  the  shore  and  bid 
the  emigrants  welcome. 

Finallv  the  ship  landed,  much  to  the  relief  of  all  on 
board,  and  they  thanked  God  for  sparing  their  lives 
through  this  perilous  journey. 


ON  OPPOSITE  PAGE — Five  Generations  of  the  Jex  Family. — 
Patriarch  and  Mrs.  William  Jex,  great-great-grandparents;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Joshua  Brockbank,  great-grandparents;  Bishop  and  Mrs.  George 
Hales,  grandparents;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  Ray  Hales,  parents;  and  Del- 
bert Ray  Hales  of  the  fifth  generation. 
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Excerpts  from  Funeral  Addresses 

DR.  GEORGE  H.  BR1MHALL 

President  of  the  Brigham  Young  University 

Sister  Jex’s  life  is  an  examplification  of  what  the 
poet  wrote  when  he  said; 

“So  live,  that  when  thy  summons  comes  to  join 
The  innumerable  caravan,  which  moves 
To  that  mysterious  realm,  where  each  shall  take 
His  chamber  in  the  silent  halls  of  death, 

Thou  go  not,  like  the  quarry  slave  at  night, 

Scourged  to  his  dungeon,  but,  sustained  and  soothed 
By  an  unfaltering  trust,  approach  thy  grave, 

Like  one  who  wraps  the  drapery  of  his  couch 
About  him,  and  lies  down  to  pleasant  dreams.’’ 

— Wililam  Cullen  Bryant. 

The  greatest  of  all  that  have  ever  trod  the  earth 
said,  “My  burden  is  light,  my  yoke  is  easy.”  When  you 
listened  to  the  record  written  in  description  of  the  vic- 
issitudes that  Sister  Jex  passed  through  you  said  in  your 
hearts,  ‘ 4 O,  what  a hard  time ! ’ ’ Yet  her  words  are, 4 ‘ The 
trials  of  my  life  have  been  light  to  me  for  the  Gospel’s 
sake.”  She  had  a heart  that  throbbed  with  music*  more 
sweet  in  days  of  peril — like  the  orchestra  on  the  Lusitania 
that  played  “Nearer  My  God  to  Thee’’  as  the  vessel  went 
down. 

Sister  Jex’s  whole  life  was  buoyed  up  by  a force  that 
she  could  not  explain,  but  she  knew  its  existence  and  felt 
its  pressure.  She  had  opportunity  for  complaint,  when 
Brother  Jex  would  come  home  with  the  earnings  of  his  in- 
dustrious hands  not  sufficient  to  feed  his  little  flock,  but 
she  testifies  4 ‘ we  got  along  and  were  happy.  ’ ’ What  made 
her  happy  ? What  sweetened  the  wormwood  potions  that 
circumstance  had  mixed  for  her?  It  was  the  juice  from 
the  celestial  distillery  and  that  great  power  to  make  all 
things  glorious  in  a glorious  cause. 


38 


ELIZA  GOODSON  JEX 


When  the  Gospel  came  to  her  she  was  foster-  and  sis- 
ter-mother to  her  brothers  and  home  maker  for  her  wid- 
owed father.  Such  was  her  devotion  to  the  Gospel  that 
she  was  willing  to  bid  them  all  farewell.  Her  father  spoke 
the  sentiments  of  his  heart  when  he  said,  ‘ ‘ Better  die  at 
your  father’s  hand  than  to  follow  those  people/’  That 
was  the  human  heart  speaking,  but  there  was  a higher 
father  heart  calling  than  that,  a greater  father  vision. 

She  loved  her  father.  She  was  devotion  itself,  but 
there  was  a higher  devotion.  And  so  she  went  out  from 
earthly  friendship’s  realm  where  she  had  to  stand  with 
one  friend  perhaps,  and  that  her  God.  Does  it  take  cour- 
age to  do  that?  Does  it  take  forbearance  to  stick  to  such 
a resolution?  Judge  for  yourselves.  It  takes  more  than 
human  courage.  It  takes  reinforcement  from  on  high. 

Sister  Jex  has  left  a kingdom  that  cannot  be  torn 
down.  She  is  a queen,  crowned  by  the  love  of  her  poster- 
ity. She  set  an  example  in  loving  that  is  next  to  divinity. 
It  was  not  simply  the  love  that  is  given  from  mother  to 
child,  from  wife  to  husband,  from  friend  to  neighbor,  but 
it  was  a love,  as  she  testifies,  for  everybody — in  the  name 
of  Him  who  made  her  what  she  was — a noble  heart  to  do 
as  she  did,  crowning  her  as  an  eternal  queen,  with  the 
stamp  of  eternity,  upon  her  queenship.  That  is  what  it 
means  to  her. 

Sister  Jex  has  left  daughters  that  will  go  through 
what  she  went  through  if  the  circumstances  require  it. 
She  has  left  daughters  and  granddaughters  that  will 
serve  God  as  she  served  Him.  They  will  ride  in  automo- 
biles, or  yet  chariots  of  the  air,  with  all  the  humility  that 
she  trod  the  decks  of  the  sailing  vessel  or  trod  the  streets 
on  her  wav  to  the  house  of  worship, with  her  feet  in  -poorly 
tanned  shoes.  That  is  the  posterity  that  she  left,  and 
besides  it  is  an  ever  expanding,  never  ending  circle. 

So  I say  she  was  a fulfiller  of  prophecies  of  the  Mas- 
ter, and  of  the  predictions  of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith 
and  so  let  us  remember  forever,  Grandma  Jex, 


ELIZA  GOODSON  JEX 


39 


ELDER  HENRY  A.  GARDNER 

of  the  Nebo  Stake  Presidency 

Sister  Jex’s  life  was  filled  with  good  deeds  and  she 
had  such  an  influence  for  good  with  everyone  that  we 
find  a great  many  tributes  to  her  today. 

What  an  investment  Sister  Jex  made  in  giving  life 
to  her  eleven  children!  It  was  a wonderful  investment. 
She  has  certainly  left  a kingdom  on  earth.  I understand 
she  has  left  a posterity  of  two  hundred  forty-three  child- 
ren, grandchildren,  great-grandchildren  and  great-great- 
grandchildren. What  a posterity  to  leave  behind!  And 
what  a beautiful  example  of  motherhood,  womanhood 
she  has  left  behind  her  for  them  to  follow.  When  the  day 
of  reckoning  shall  come  Grandma  Jex  will  have  a won- 
derful record  to  show. 

Grandpa  Jex  remarked  yesterday/ ‘W'ell,  I want  only 
the  truth  said  tomorrow.  Ma  would  not  want  anything 
but  the  truth  said  about  her.  We  don’t  want  any  flatter- 
ing.’ ’ It  was  a beautiful  expression  to  make.  He  want- 
ed the  truth  spoken  of  his  wife,  and  nothing  but  the 
truth.  I believe,  however,  we  can  say  the  truth  about 
Grandma  Jex  and  still  leave  unsaid  and  unwritten  vol- 
umes of  her  good  acts  and  noble  examples. 

She  was  loyal  to  her  adopted  country.  I have  heard 
her  say  that  the  men  who  framed  the  constitution  were 
inspired  of  the  Heavenly  Father  and  that  the  Declaration 
of  Independence  is  a noble  document.  During  the  war 
how  anxious  she  was  to  do  her  bit!  How  proud  she  was 
of  her  grandsons  that  went  to  the*  front,  a dozen,  I think, 
in  all.  A little  quilt  she  made  of  silk  patches  was  drawn 
for  by  her  family  and  brought  more  than  $22.00,  which 
was  given  to  the  local  chapter  of  the  Red  Cross  and  this 
patch-work  done  by  her  own  hand  in  her  ninety-third 
year. 

She  was  not  only  devoted  to  her  church  and  family 
and  nation,  but  she  was  loyal  to  her  friends.  I have 
heard  her  bear  testimony  many  times,  but  I never  heard 
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her  get  up  to  speak  in  our  gatherings  but  what  she  would 
bear  testimony  to  the  trutntmness  of  the  Uospei  of  J esus 
Christ. 

Grandma  Jex  will  take  her  place  among  the  queens 
of  the  earth,  because  she  lived  such  a noble  life,  a queenly 
life,  and  left  behind  her  noble  sons  and  daughters.  What 
greater  work  could  she  have  accomplished  than  the  rais- 
ing up  of  a noble  family  ? 

PRESIDENT  JOSEPH  REECE 

of  the  Nebo  Stake  of  Zion 

We  have  met  to  pay  our  respects  to  this  noble  woman 
— to  this  noble  mother,  who  has  so  nobly  worked  out  her 
life.  She  has  lived  to  a good  old  age  and  she  has  accom- 
plished good  all  the  days  of  her  life.  This  is  the  testi- 
mony of  every  one  of  you  who  are  here  and  every  man 
and  woman  who  has  come  in  contact  with  Sister  Jex, 
every  one  who  has  known  her  and  known  her  life  bears 
the  testimony  that  she  has  spent  her  life  in  service  in 
doing  good  on  the  earth.  1 thank  the  Lord  that  we  have 
been  priviliged  in  our  community  to  be  associated  with 
such  a noble  character.  I am  grateful  to  the  Lord  for  her 
posterity,  for  their  love,  for  their  efforts,  and  for  their 
services,  for  indeed  Sister  Jex  has  a wonderful  posterity 
and  they  are  active  for  good  almost  to  a soul,  working 
in  the  Church. 

And  what  I say  of  Grandma  Jex,  I can  also  say  of 
Grandpa  Jex.  They  have  been  through  life  together,  hand 
in  hand,  along  the  same  road.  Their  ideals,  their  efforts, 
their  accomplishments  have  been  for  the.  same  good  pur- 
pose; they  have  always  worked  together  and  their  work 
is  manifest  thrrough  their  posterity. 

I am  able  to  say  truthfully  before  my  Heavenly 
Father  and  before  all  men,  that  we  have  no  better  people 
than  Brother  and  Sister  Jex  and  their  posterity,  and 
when  we  say  that  we  testify  of  a wonderful  record. 

I believe  today  Brother  Jex  possesses  the  distinction 
of  being  the  most  active  patriarch,  save  the  presiding 
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patriarch,  in  the  church.  That  is  a wonderful  record  for 
a man  in  his  88th  year. 

The  success  of  Grandma  Jex’s  life,  the  successful 
training  of  her  children  is  due  to  the  fact  that  she  has 
always  maintained  an  abiding  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  and  the  Gospel  He  has  established.  I venture  that 
Grandma  Jex  never  omitted  her  prayers  or  failed  once 
in  her  life  to  do  the  things  that  are  required  of  every 
true  member  of  the  church. 

If  we  expect  to  make  the  record  the  Lord  would  have 
us  make,  throughout  our  lives,  we  would  do  well  to  follow 
her  example.  Because  of  her  faithfulness  she  has  been 
blessed  of  the  Lord  with  wisdom  and  thus  enabled  to 
rear  her  family  aright  and  to  spread  an  influence  for  good 
over  her  family  and  over  all  who  came  in  contact  with  her 
until  today  she  is  beloved  by  all  who  have  met  her,  and 
I do  not  know  of  anyone  with  a better  record.  These  are 
some  of  the  blessings  that  come  to  the  Saints  who  are 
faithful. 

Sister  Jex  has  passed  from  this  life  to  the  life  be- 
yond and  she  is  just  as  active  and  her  labor  just  as  great 
as  they  were  here,  and  she  will  continue  through  the  ages 
active  and  efficient  in  her  labors. 

DR.  JOSEPH  HUGHES 

The  Family  Physician 

I hope  to  picture  some  of  the  character  traits  of  Sis- 
ter Jex  that  made  her  such  a noble  woman.  She  was  ever 
filled  with  joy  and  gratitude  and  appreciation  for  all  the 
blessings  that  came  to  their  home  and  loved  ones. 

Sister  Jex,  while  small  , of  stature,  was  dignified, 
and  her  dignity  was  mellowed  with  humility  and  faith. 
Every  time  she  felt  ill  she  never  forgot  the  Lord,  her  faith 
in  an  overruling  providence  was  perfect.  She  treated  her 
body  as  a gift  from  God  and  was  ever  mindful  of  it  and 
her  brain  was  clear  and  active  up  to  within  thirty  min- 
utes of  her  death,  and  was  then  preparing  to  have  her 
children  come  home  and  make  merry  on  her  husband’s 
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birthday  and  partake  of  that  continuous  courtship  that 
existed  between  their  parents. 

And  what  a beautiful  ending!  Death  came  without 
a pain.  She  has  filled  her  mission  and  she  filled  it  well. 
She  has  left  behind  her  jewels  that  will  live  on  in  her 
children  and  in  their  children  as  long  as  the  earth  shall 
last. 

Let  us  go  back  to  the  time  when  Sister  Jex  kept  the 
little  dug-out  on  the  hill-side.  Her  husband  says  it  was 
a.  home  clean  and  tidy,  with  everything  in  its  place  and  a 
place  for  everything.  That  tells  the  story  of  her  whole 
life  of  93  years.  Order  and  obedience  were  the  laws  of 
her  life,  and  she  has  fulfilled  them  with  honor  and  dig- 
nity. She  was  subservient  to  the  will  of  God  and  that 
of  her  husband.  She  has  testified  of  his  goodness  to  her 
of  his  love  for  his  family  and  of  his  faithfulness  to  God 
in  times  past. 

Another  beautiful  thing  of  her  life  was  her  unself- 
ishness. In  the  early  days  of  this  church  the  plan  of 
plural  marriage  was  taught  and  introduced  among  the 
Saints.  Brother  Jex  was  told  he  should  accept  and  enter 
into  that  principle  and  on  consulting  with  Sister  Jex  she 
gave  her  consent.  This  good  sister  was  human  and  the 
spirit  of  jealousy  doubtless  swelled  up  in  her  heart  and  it 
was  doubtless  hard  to  see  the  affections  of  her  husband 
divided  and  given  to  another,  yet  in  spite  of  this,  through 
the  divinity  of  her  great  faith  she  allowed  her  husband  to 
do  this  and  unselfishness  mastered  any  thoughts  of  re- 
bellion and  jealousy. 

After  a short  time  Sister  Jex  was  mother  to  the  sec- 
ond wife’s  children  as  well  as  her  own  large  family,  and 
I think  perhaps  she  mothered  the  orphaned  children  even 
better  than  her  own.  This  is  the  testimony  of  her  own 
children,  who  loved  her  none  the  less  in  seeing  it,  for  she 
said  to  them,  4 4 You  have  a mother  and  they  have  none.’' 
In  going  through  this  period  of  her  life  her  aim  was  to  be 
just  and  to  have  her  husband  feel  she  was,  for  on  one  oc- 
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casion  she  said,  “I  think  I satisfied  William  in  this  re- 
gard.” I think  she  did. 

You  see  her  unselfishness  and  her  devotion  to  her 
husband  and  her  maternal  development,  the  motherhood 
constantly  showing  itself.  It  is  no  wonder  such  a strong 
testimony  was  given  for  the  sublime  life  she  lived. 

To  me  this  is  a wonderful  example  from  which  the 
children,  in  fact  all  of  us,  can  shape  our  lives.  And  the 
posterity  of  this  good  sister  ought  to  have  written  in- 
delibly upon  their  hearts  the  very  life  their  mother  has 
lived,  and  the  very  influence  she  has  weilded  in  their  own 
and  others’  lives. 

He  accomplishes  little  of  good  in  the  world  who 
knows  not  the  love  of  a perfect  woman,  planned  to  warm, 
comfort  and  command. 

BISHOP  WELLS  T.  BROCKBANK 

Bishop  of  Spanish  Fork  Second  Ward 

She  was  ever  ready  to  speak  of  the  goodness  of  God 
to  His  children,  and  she  bore  strong  testimonies  of  the 
Gospel  and  the  divinity  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Sister  Jex  carried  the  influence  of  the  Gospel  and 
maintained  it  in  her  home.  It  was  her  constant  teaching 
to  her  children  for  them  to  seek  the  Lord  in  humility 
and  prayer.  That  was  her  highest  desire  for  them  to  see 
them  true  to  their  Heavenly  Father.  That  was  the  de- 
sire of  her  life. 

I want  to  say  also  that  Grandpa  Jex  is  one  of  the  most 
faithful  members  of  the  ward,  in  fact  I do  not  know  of  a 
man  who  has  done  more  for  me  in  the  Bishopric.  I feel 
that  this  is  the  way  the  Lord  answered  my  prayers  by 
sending  good  people  to  help  me.  He  cannot  always  send 
angels  to  us,  so  he  sends  good  people.  That  is  the  way  I 
believe  in  the  Gospel 

Grandma  Jex  did  a great  deal  for  her  children  and 
I hope  they  will  remember  the  testimonies  she  has  borne, 
the  lessons  she  has  taught  them  and  the  prayers  she  has 
offered  in  their  behalf,  for  they  will  be  with  them  to  help 
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them  to  keep  pure  and  clean  and  to  seek  the  Lord  in  all 
things  and  not  to  take  His  name  in  vain.  All  these  things 
has  she  plead  for  her  children  to  observe  and  keep. 

I don’t  believe  there  is  a man  living  who  pays  more 
attention  to  his  children  and  to  his  family  affairs.  He 
watches  every  hoy  and  girl  for  their  good  and  well  being. 

It  was  the  first  desire  of  Grandma  Jex  for  her  child- 
ren that  they  should  be  brought  up  in  the  ways  of  the 
Lord  and  be  true  to  the  faith.  You  may  think  it  was  a 
selfish  desire  but  it  was  not;  she  was  not  too  much  con- 
cerned about  her  offspring;  let  me  read  to  you  what  the 
Prophet  has  said : — 

“Oh  God  let  me  not  lose  my  own.  I cannot  afford  to 
lose  them  whom  I am  most  responsible  for  before  the 
Lord;  who  are  dependant  upon  me  for  guidance,  for  in- 
struction and  for  proper  influence.  Father  do  not  per- 
mit me  to  lose  interest  in  my  own  in  trying  to  save 
others. 9 7 

Thus  it  was  with  Grandma  Jex.  The  last  day  of  her 
life,  in  her  94th  year,  she  felt  young  enough  to  make 
merry  for  her  husband  and  her  family.  She  wrote  a let- 
ter to  her  kindred  telling  them  of  the  Gospel  and  what 
it  had  done  for  her.  This  she  has  done  ever  since  she  left 
her  native  land  and  loved  ones,  three  score  and  ten  years 
since.  She  was  always  anxious  to  help  others  and  it  was 
always  done  in  humility. 

Children,  remember  and  cherish  the  teachings  of 
your  mother  and  you  shall  have  great  joy  in  obedience  to 
tliem. 
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FAMILY  ORGANIZATION 

March  2,  1919,  there  gathered  at  the  old  home,  Span- 
ish Fork,  Utah,  the  numerous  posterity  of  Patriarch 
William  Jex  and  Eliza  Goodson  Jex,  his  wife.  They  had 
met  at  the  invitation  of  this  aged  couple  to  commemorate 
the  65th  anniversary  of  their  marriage,  which  occured 
February  22nd,  1854,  on  the  ship,“Windemere,’’  a vessel 
which  had  just  set  sail  from  Liverpool  for  America. 

For  the  first  time  in  many  years  the  annual  family 
reunion,  which  is  held  on  New  Year’s  day,  the  birthday 
of  “Grandma”  Jex,  had  to  be  omitted  because  of  the 
influenza  epidemic  which  had  prevented  public  gather- 
ings generally. 

The  custom  of  coming  back  to  the  parent-roof  on 
mother’s  birthday  (New  Year’s  Day)  began  as  the  older 
children  grew  up,  married  and  made  homes  of  their  own. 
It  soon  became  an  established  event  of  the  year  for  the 
posterity  of  this  honored  couple  to  meet  on  the  first  day 
of  the  New  Year,  exchange  greetings  and  good  wishes 
and  thus  keep  stronger  the  family  ties. 

When  the  grand-children  and  great  grand-children 
became  so  numerous  that  they  overcrowded  the  old  fam- 
ily home,  the  annual  reunion  was  held  at  the  City  Pavil- 
ion, thus  affording  opportunity  for  the  3rd  and  4th  gen- 
erations to  partake  of  the  family  spirit  of  the  elders. 

The  hand-clasp  and  “Happy  New  Year’’  with  which 
every  member  greeted  every  other  member  on  these  occa- 
sions, and  the  good  will  and  comradeship  shown  at  all 
times  kept  the  family  in  harmony  and  cemented  a group, 
that  otherwise  might  have  drifted  apart,  into  a congenial 
unit,  sharing  each  other’s  happiness  and  lightening  the 
times  of  sorrow  and  distress. 

At  this  special  call  of  the  family,  the  members  en- 
joyed an  hour  of  social  chat  and  refreshments,  after 
which  Grandpa  Jex,  in  true  patriarchal  style,  called  the 
members  together  and  in  a very  impressive  manner  said 
that  he  and  Grandma  had  called  the  family  together  to 
join  with  them  in  celebrating  their  wedding  day. 

“Sixty-five  years  ago,”  he  said, “Elder  Daniel  Karns 
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united  us  in  marriage  on  the  ship  Windemere,  just  as  we 
had  set  sail  with  other  Mormon  converts,  for  this  great 
land  of  religious  liberty  and  freedom.  In  the  old  world 
we  heard  a new  faith,  and  like  the  Pilgrim  fathers,  we 
sought  a New  World  to  worship  God  and  work  out  our 
destiny  as  He  showed  us  the  way.  For  three  weeks  the 
sailing  vessel  lay  in  the  harbor  awaiting  favorable  winds 
for  sailing,  and  that  period  was  really  our  days  of  court- 
ship, and  while  the  good  ship  began  her  perilous  journey 
across  the  ocean,  Mother  and  I began  our  life’s  journey  to- 
gether, and  after  sixty-five  years  of  ‘ups  and  downs’  we 
are  happy  today  to  be  surrounded  by  our  large  and  treas- 
ured posterity. 

“We  are  especially  desirous  today  of  effecting  a 
family  organization  before  our  death,  that  the  excellent 
family  spirit  and  association,  so  common  with  us  from 
the  beginning,  shall  continue  long  after  we  have  ceased 
to  be  with  you.  We  want  you  to  be  united  in  taking  up 
commendable  work  both  of  a civic  and  religious  nature. 
We  feel  a strong  family  organization  will  be  mutually 
beneficial.  In  conclusion  I want  to  bear  my  testimony  to 
you  of  the  Gospel.  When  I think  how  the  Gospel  picked 
me  up  in  old  England  and  in  a way  brought  me  here  to 
this  far  distant  land,  I marvel  at  the  goodness  of  God. 
My  father  died  when  I was  a lad,  and  I struggled  hard 
to  help  my  widowed  mother.  I had  but  three  months  ac- 
tual schooling  in  my  life,  but  the  Gospel  has  been  a great 
school-master  to  me  and  I am  very  happy  to  stand  before 
you  today  as  a patriarch  to  bless  you  and  testify  to  you. 

“I  know  you  are  anxious  to  hear  from  Grandma  Jex, 
and  we  will  ask  her  to  talk  to  us. ’ ’ 

Although  in  her  94th  year,  “Grandma”  Jex  arose 
at  the  family  gathering  and  briefly  told  her  life’s  story, 
saying: 

‘ ‘ I was  converted  to  the  church  in  my  young  woman- 
hood and  I have  always  been  happy  in  the  new  faith  I 
accepted  and  I want  to  exhort  my  family  to  always  re- 
member our  teachings  to  them  and  always  remain  faith- 
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ful  members  in  the  church. 

“Mother  died  when  1 was  a little  girl  11  years  of  age, 
leaving  me,  an  only  daughter,  to  look  after  the  home  so 
saddened  by  her  death.  A lew  years  later  I heard  the 
new  religion.  It  thrilled  my  soul  and  finally  led  me  to 
this  new  land  among  a new  people.  It  was  a trying  time 
to  leave  father,  brothers,  home  and  all  for  the  Gospel. 
Eather  could  not  understand,  but  I had  heard  the  true 
Gospel  and  it  thrilled  my  soul  and  led  me  to  a new  land 
and  a new  people. ’’  Our  eyes  moistened  as  she  told  of  her 
father  becoming  very  bitter  when  she  said  that  she  be- 
lieved in  and  wanted  to  join  the  Mormons.  “For  three 
weeks,”  she  said,  “I  dared  not  go  near  my  home  and  for 
hours  at  a time  after  I returned,  I hid  in  the  closet  for  he, 
father,  said  he  would  rather  see  me  dead  than  to  leave 
with  those  wicked  Mormons.  It  was  an  awful  time  in  my 
life,  but  God  showed  me  the  way,  and  here  I am  after  all 
these  years,  in  this  goodly  land  with  this  large  posterity. 
What  a lot  we  owe  to  the  Lord  and  His  Gospel ! ’ ; 

The  organization  was  effected  and  a complete  set  of 
officers  chosen  with  Patriarch  William  Jex  as  President. 
A committee  was  chosen  to  draft  a constitution  and  set 
of  by-laws  and  soon  afterward  the  committee  reported 
and  the  following  was  adopted,  viz: 

CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  JEX  FAMILY 
ORGANIZATION 

We,  decendants  and  husbands  and  wives  of  decend- 
ants  of  William  Jex,  who  was  born  at  Crostwick,  Norfolk, 
England,  September  5th,  1831,  and  his  wife,  Eliza  Good- 
son,  who  was  born  at  Beeston,  Norfolk,  England,  January 
1st,  1826,  desiring  to  unite  and  organize  a permanent  as- 
sociation for  the  purposes  and  objects  hereinafter  set 
forth,  do  ordain  and  establish  the  following  constitution. 
Article  I — Name. 

This  organization  shall  be  known  as  the  Jex  Family 
Association. 

Article  II.— Purposes 

The  purposes  and  objects  of  the  association  shall  be 
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to  preserve,  maintain  and  strengthen  the  family  ties  and 
to  unite  in  bonds  of  love  the  members  of  the  family,  re- 
gardless of  their  religious  or  political  affiliations;  to  per- 
petuate in  honor  the  memory  of  our  beloved  progenitors, 
to  collect,  preserve  and  publish  biographical  and  geneo- 
logical  data  respecting  our  progenitors  and  kindred;  to 
provide  and  maintain  a fund  for  the  use  and  benefit  of 
deserving  members  of  the  association,  and  especially  and 
particularly  to  encourage  and  induce  members  of  the  as- 
sociation to  seek  and  obtain  higher  and  advanced  educa- 
tion and  become  proficient  in  the  higher  branches  of 
learning;  also  to  use  said  funds  for  such  other  purposes 
as  may  from  time  to  time  be  determined  by  the  associa- 
tion. 

Article  3 — Members 

The  membership  of  this  association  shall  consist  of 
two  classes,  viz: 

(a)  Active  and 

(b)  Honorary; — 

(a)  Active  members  shall  be  those  who  are  lineal  de- 
cendants  of  William  Jex  and  Eliza  Goodson  Jex,  together 
with  the  wives  and  husbands  of  said  lineal  decendants; 

(b)  Honorary  members  shall  be 

(1)  those  who  by  blood  or  marriage  are  connect- 
ed with  either  the  Jex  or  Goodson  families; 

(2)  also  all  persons  who  bear  either  the  surnames 
Jex  or  Goodson,  who  may  be  interested  in  the  common 
geneology  of  the  Jex  and  Goodson  families; 

(3)  Also  such  other  persons  whose  progenitors 
were  closely  associated  with  and  friends  of  William  Jex 
and  Eliza  Goodson  Jex  and  the  family,  who  may  be  in- 
vited to  join  this  association. 

Honorary  members  may  be  elected  by  a majority  vote 
of  the  members  of  the  association  at  any  regular  meeting, 
when  the  names  of  any  such  members  shall  have  been 
favorably  passed  upon  by  the  executive  committee  prior 
to  such  regular  meeting.  The  honorary  members  shall 
have  no  vote  in  this  association. 
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No  entrance  fee  shall  be  required.  The  payment, 
however,  of  an  animal  fee  of  one  dollar  ($1.00)  per  annum 
shall  be  expected  of  each  active  member  of  the  associa- 
tion over  fourteen  (14)  years  of  age,  but  failure  to  pay 
same  shall  not  in  any  manner  affect  the  membership  of 
the  delinquent. 

Article  IV — Officers 

The  officers  of  this  association  shall  be  elected  from 
the  active  membership  of  the  association  and  shall  consist 
of  a President,  eleven  Vice-Presidnts,  who  shall  consti- 
tute a Board  of  Trustees,  a Secretary  and  a Treasurer. 
There  shall  be  three  (3)  standing  committees,  viz:  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  of  five  (5)  members;  the  Historical 
Committee,  of  three  (3)  members;  the  Geneological  Com- 
mittee of  three  (3)  members;  and  such  other  committees 
as  may  be  appointed  from  time  to  time  by  the  Executive 
Committee.  The  President  of  the  association  shall  be  ex- 
officio  chairman  of  the  Executive  committee. 

Other  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  shall  be 
chosen  from  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

The  President  and  Vice-Presidents  shall  be  elected 
annually  by  a majority  vote  of  all  active  members  present 
at  the  family  reunion  who  are  over  the  age  of  14  years. 
The  Secretary,  Treasurer  and  the  standing  committees 
shall  be  appointed  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  after  the  reunion,  by  a majority  vote  of  said 
officers;  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer  may  or  may  not  be 
members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  association.  It 
is  desirable  that  the  committee  members  appointed  shall 
be  chosen  from  the  board  of  control  but  they  may  be 
selected,  having  in  mind  special  fitness,  from  other  active 
members  if  it  is  thought  advisable. 

The  president  shall  be  elected  from  the  family  mem- 
bership at  large.  The  eleven  Vice-Presidents  shall  be 
elected  from  the  families  of  the  eleven  sons  and  daughters 
of  William  Jex  and  Eliza  Goodson  Jex,  having  always 
the  same  position  as  to  senority  held  by  the  original  sons 
and  daughters,  as  follows,  to-wit: 
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1st — Mrs.  Sarah  Ann  Jex  Brockbank. 

2nd — Mrs.  Emma  Jex  McKell. 

3rd — Mrs.  Alice  Jex  McKell. 

4th — Mrs.  Rosetta  Jex  Robertson. 

5th— Mrs.  Jane  Jex  Lawrence. 

6th — Richard  H.  Jex. 

7th — Mrs.  Ann  Jex  Money. 

8th — George  H.  Jex. 

9th — Mrs.  Hannah  Jex  Bradford. 

10th — John  W.  Jex. 

11th — Heber  C.  Jex. 

It  is  the  expressed  wish  of  William  Jex  and  Eliza 
Goodson  Jex,  the  founders  of  this  association,  that  the 
Presidency  and  the  responsibility  of  maintaining  the  ac- 
tivities of  this  association  shall  remain  with  the  lineal  de- 
cendants  of  the  said  William  Jex  and  Eliza  Goodson  Jex. 

Until  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  association,  the 
following  named  persons  are  chosen  to  act  as  officers  of 
the  association: 

President — William  Jex. 

First  Vice-President — George  Hales. 

Second  Vice-President — Robert  W.  McKell. 

Third  Vice-President — Ira  J.  McKell. 

Fourth  Vice-President — Wells  J.  Robertson. 

Fifth  Vice-President — Jane  Jex  Lawrence 

Sixth  Vice-President — Richard  H.  Jex. 

Seventh  Vice-President — Burl  C.  Jex. 

Eighth  Vice-President — A.  Edward  Money. 

Ninth  Vice-President — Hannah  Jex  Bradford. 

Tenth  Vice-President — John  W.  Jex. 

Eleventh  Vice-President — Heber  C.  Jex. 

Secretary — Elisha  Warner. 

Treasurer — Richard  L.  Jex. 

Immediately  after  the  election  of  the  President  and 
other  members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  at  the  annual 
meeting,  said  Board  of  Trustees  shall  meet  and  elect  by  a 
majority  vote,  the  appointive  officers  and  committee 
members,  and  until  the  next  annual  meeting  the  follow- 
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ing  members  shall  constitute  the  committee  members, viz: 

Executive  Committee — William  Jex 
George  Ray  Hales 
Mrs.  Hannah  Jex  Bradford. 

Ira  J.  McKell. 

Mrs.  Jane  Jex  Lawrence. 

Historical  Committee — Heber  C.  Jex. 

Isaac  E.  Brockbank. 

Albert  T.  Money  1 

Geneological  Committee — Mrs.  Eliza  B.  Hales. 

Alex  J.  Jex. 

Mrs.  Emeline  B.  Jex. 

The  trustees  shall  make  such  by-laws  for  the  govern- 
ment of  this  association  as  may  be  deemed  necessary,  not 
inconsistent  with  this  constitution. 

Article  5 — Amendments 

This  constitution  may  be  amended  at  a special  meet- 
ing of  the  association  called  for  that  purpose,  when  not 
less  than  fifteen  (15)  days  notice  has  been  given  thereof, 
or  at  any  regular  meeting;  provided,  however,  that  no 
change  can  be  made  in  the  constitution  unless  at  least  a 
majority  of  the  active  members  be  present  at  said  meet- 
ing. 

Article  6 — Special 

In  consonance  with  the  teachings  and  the  expressed 
wish  of  the  founders  of  this  association,  non-use  of  to- 
bacco, stimulants,  and  intoxicants  will  be  enforced  at  all 
meetings  and  gatherings  of  this  association  and  the  same 
policy  urged  in  the  private  life  of  the  members  of  the 
association. 

Article  7 — Property 

This  association  may  hold  property,  both  real  and 
personal,  in  the  name  of  the  association,  however,  all 
properties  so  held  must  be  held  for  the  use  and  benefit  of 
the  entire  association.  No  member  can  at  any  time  claim, 
dispose  of,  or  attempt  to  dispose  of  separate  interests 
therein. 

The  secretary  shall  immediately  secure  a suitable  rec- 
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ord  for  the  association  and  record  therein  a copy  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  Jex  Family  Association,  and  he  shall 
record  also  the  names  of  all  members  of  the  association 
at  the  time  of  this  organization  and  continue  a careful  en- 
try of  the  continued  membership  and  a record  of  the  an- 
nual reunions  of  the  association. 

Done  at  Spanish  Fork,  Utah  County,  State  of  Utah, 
this  2nd  day  of  March,  1919. 

WILLIAM  JEX,  ELISHA  WARNER, 

President  Secretary. 
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. Upper  Right — Howard  J.  Hales,  a great-grandson  of  Eliza  Good- 
son  Jex,  who  made  the  supreme  sacrifice  in  the  World  War. 

Upper  Left — Eliza  McKell,  great-granddaughter,  who  was  born 
on  Grandma  Jex’s  ninety-third  birthday  and  was  named  for  her. 

Center — Eliza  Goodson  Jex. 

Lower  Left — A snapshot  of  Patriarch  and  Mrs.  Jex  taken  shortly 
before  the  death  of  Mrs.  Jex. 

Lower  Right — The  eleventh  child  of  the  eleventh  child  of  the 
eleventh  child.  Seated — Patriarch  Jex  and  his  wife.  Mrs.  Jex  is  the 
eleventh  child  of  her  father’s  famly;  standing  behind  them  is  Heber 
C.  Jex,  her  eleventh  child  and  the  baby,  Victor  Bird  Jex,  is  the 
eleventh  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heber  C.  Jex. 

A RECORD  OF  LEADERSHIP 

Howard  Joshua  Hales,  soil  of  Bishop  and  Eliza 
Brockbank  Hales  and  great-grandson  of  Patriarch  Wil- 
liam Jex,  is  the  first  young  man  called  to  serve  the  flag 
under  the  selective  draft  law  from  Spanish  Fork.  A de- 
sire to  be  first  has  marked  the  young  man  since  child- 
hood. His  was  the  first  number  drawn  from  Utah  at  Wash- 
ington. His  was  also  the  first  number  called  from  Utah 
county.  He  was  the  first  examined,  passing  the  physical 
test  100  per  cent.  He  was  the  first  man  to  waive  exem- 
ption and  was  also  chosen  Captain  of  Utah  county’s  first 
military  contribution  under  the  selective  draft  law. 

Young  Hales  is  well  known  in  athletic  activities  and 
was  one  of  the  basket  ball  team  that  won  for  Spanish  Fork 
the  state  high  school  championship  in  1914.  For  the  past 
three  years  he  has  been  a student  at  the  B.  Y.  University 
at  Provo,  and  was  a member  of  the  team  which  won  sec- 
ond place  in  the  world’s  championship  basket  ball  tour- 
nament at  Chicago  last  spring. — Deseret  News,  Sept.  10, 
1917. 

Howard  J.  Hales  was  the  first  Utah  man  to  lay  down 
his  life  in  the  great  World  War,  being  accidently  killed 
in  a train  wreck,  July  24th,  1918  in  France. 

Fourteen  other  members  of  the  family  of  Eliza  Good- 
son  Jex  saw  service  in  the  great  conflict. 
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